To: Secretary Stephen R. Pritchard EOEA

      Attn: MEPA Office

      Aisling Eglington, EOEA No. 11085R 

      100 Cambridge St. Suite 900

      Boston, Ma. 02114 
From: David Wilmot, Abington Massachusetts resident & founding member of Abington, Weymouth And Rockland Environmental Studies (AWARES),

Longtime and dedicated participant in the former South Weymouth Naval Air Station(SWNAS) Base Restoration and Cleanup(BRAC) Restoration and Advisory Board(RAB) process, Amateur Naturalist, Public and Environmental Justice Health Advocate, Christian son, brother, husband, father, sick guy, retired Lead Systems Analyst and Gate Keeper for PNC-PFPC financial services-Boston. 
Date: 01-30-06

Re: Redevelopment of former SWNAS Change of Scope Public Comments 
Mr. Secretary and Ms. Eglington
        Please accept this document to be entered into the public record as comments stating public concerns for  MEPA action 11085R. 
        These concerns may well spill into what may be deemed outside the parameters of this specific public comment periods request, but I assure you they are not.

        This comment is to alert the Secretary to the grave problems that riddle this federal BRAC process which through an incredibly complex political web damns the health of my children and all other children being reared in proximity to recognized National Priority List(NPL) Superfund(CERCLA) sites. Many of these sites, like the one in my backyard, are former military installations. Due to the incredible costs of environmental cleanup the federal Department of Defense (DOD) is pushing “Fast Track” restoration measures, which serve to “get the military out of the cleanup business”, and return unclean and toxic properties into the public domain.  

       Although it is quite possible another dirty base may have slipped under my limited radar recently, my last understanding was that SWNAS would be the first national precedent-setting transference of a NPL CERCLA military base to the private sector. 
      This precedent, once set, will be a morally unjust practice, dooming the public health of the, in most cases, lower income/rural/native American communities that are situated around these former military facilities. 

      It is beyond time that the DOD face up to the problems inherent in military preparation. Toxic substances are dispersed into the surrounding environments, and citizens they have duty to defend, are physically attacked.

     This attack, in the form of Toxic Chemical Body Burden, brings elevated levels of cancers and other chronic diseases to our neighborhoods of moderate means.

     There’s a buzzword phrase, “Environmental Justice” tossed about by political well wishers that’s a just concept, but completely mythological in the real world.

     I don’t believe it should be.

     The rights to Clean Air, Clean Water, and a Clean Environment, should be basic inalienable God-given rights for All Americans.

     Environmental Justice Legislation in the State of Massachusetts should not be confused with justice at all.

     The law makers decided that they could install justice by better protecting the environment of the most threatened 10% of the state populace. These people should of course be seen as priorities, but the next most threatened 10% are left sitting in place to become the newly appointed “most threatened 10%”. This is not justice.  

     No earthly thing is more important to anyone, than their personal health, and the health of their loved ones. 
     Yet here, and on and around the outskirts of military bases all around the world, people have become uncounted victims of war, and now unknowingly in large part, have become responsible for the astronomical rise in healthcare costs in this country, as incidences of their cancers and chronic diseases, grow in proximity to military exercises and industry. 

                            *******************************

     After seven years of close involvement with the SWNAS RAB, I am taking this opportunity in an attempt to orchestrate needed dialogue between your office and the offices of other involved Federal and State Agencies involved here, as well as, elected officials who I have formed relationships with over the course of my involvement with this BRAC.

     Physically unable to attend any recent change of scope meetings that the EOEA or developers may have hosted, I see this opportunity with public comment to not only address my concerns for the redeveloping project change for the Secretary, but in addition, to address a synopsis of my many times presented, and in most cases still unanswered but critical issues, that remain unresolved within this SWNAS BRAC process. 

    Some cc’d here, will likely find their inclusion in this impromptu public discussion as a form of email terrorism. I assure the Secretary that my purpose here is much better described as email patriotism. The public has a right to know exactly what is going on here, and this BRAC process fails to give anything like a complete picture of the process, or in many, many cases refuses to answer the publics questions. 

 I swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help me God.
************************************************************************
 I believe that strict adherence to this single statement above, by all parties involved, would allow for the realization of something truly important to transpire in this redevelopment process.
    The first step of any large redevelopment project, especially one proposed for an environmentally degraded former military arms or aviation facility, and billing itself as “Smart Growth”, should without any doubt, be the thoroughly completed cleanup remediation of the known toxic substances left behind by military activities.
     The only chance for this to be accomplished responsibly is through the preservation of an Open Public Dialogue between ALL interested parties, and this by definition includes the public. Although seven years of involvement in this BRAC process has given me much more knowledge than the average local citizen, I find myself at a loss to explain much of what I can’t help but see as totally unjust underhandedness and deliberate obscuring of the truth.        
     These strong words are written not as condemnation to any of the onsite Navy staff or regulators who perform their duties most admirably. My frustration is aimed at those in the position of governing the process and deciding what our government is morally responsible for. 
    The BRAC process is dogged by a persistent and growing code of morals that places political position and financial concerns over protecting the basic God given rights of the common people, of ALL people. 

    Mr. Secretary, I would implore you to continue reading with a sharp ear.

    The copied people receiving this public comment have, I’m sure, heard it all from me before and need not bother themselves with my oft-stated redundancies. 

    Mr. Secretary, you are perhaps a new audience, and I believe your position in the Commonwealth and the laws of Public Process, holds you to perusing the concerns gathered over a seven year effort to protect our communities, whether those communities wish to agree with me or not.

    I will try to state my concerns as succinctly as possible.  
    ******************************************************** 

A brief evolution of my involvement here will certify the legitimacy of my comments to the Secretary and EOEA.  
    I moved to Abington in 1984.

    To unwind from a high-stress job in the city, I’d unwind photographing, studying, and writing about the nature on a 60 acre patch of pond, bogs and woods down behind me, abutting the southwestern corner of SWNAS.

    I had been shown this patch of land by a South Weymouth friend who had spent a great deal of time down there with his brothers when they were kids.

Both my friend and his younger brother developed MS.

I developed MS.

I began to study MS and geography.
I began to study MS and environmental contamination.
    My South Weymouth Doctor alerted me to the fact that he had 12-15 MS patients in his small general practice. This was statistically 4 or 5 times as many as he should expect to see. 

    I began to bump into more and more people with MS and chronic diseases in my neighborhood.
    More and more, faster and faster studies were being started all over the globe exploring Environmental Health, and relationships between emerging chronic disease and toxic substances.  

    I went further public with my concerns, attracted some media, and The Massachusetts Department of Public Health(MDPH), who, then applied for and received, funding from the federal Center for Disease Control(CDC)/ Agency for Toxic Substances Disease Registry(ATSDR) to take part in a five state study of MS/ALS(Lou Gehrigs Disease) incidence in proximity to Cercla sites. MS/ALS incidences in proximity to SWNAS and a second site in Middleborough would be determined through hospital and doctor’s records, and used in a comparative analysis against other towns in Eastern Massachusetts.
    I foresaw the opportunity to do something of importance here, and since my disease had after some years, disabled me from my job in the data-processing industry, I began spending all the time and energy I could towards finding the cause of my disease, and orchestrating responsible cleanup at the base. Many scientists were beginning to point fingers at environmental triggers playing a major role in the development of MS.
    I met a woman, Liz Tomolillo, just down the street from me in Rockland, who like me, had MS and was already busy compiling a list of local people she learned had MS or were otherwise ill. This woman, who’s husband suffered a still rarer autoimmune disease, and who’s daughter was developing other as yet undiagnosed health problems, lived at the end of the SWNAS north-south runway, and seemed as determined as I in finding the answer as to why her family, and further her neighborhood seemed to be overburdened with uncommon health problems.
    My own expanding research, had me soon networking with scientists, both in this country and abroad, who were working on questions arising from the discovery of disease clusters in proximity to former and active military bases. 
Together, Liz, myself, and a few others formed AWARES(Abington, Weymouth, And Rockland Environmental Studies) , a group of local MS activists who met monthly at the local hospital, for Liz to share MS support news, and for me to discuss goings on with environmental medicine, SWNAS cleanup activities, and advocacy issues.  

Liz knew a local pc-savvy webmaster with MS, so we soon had a website up. One function of the site was to allow visitors to fill out a health survey and shoot it to Liz, who was updating our new database, and constructing a map highlighting MS cases in proximity to our neighborhoods, and other neighborhoods surrounding the former base. 
    Through received surveys, Liz’s door to door canvassing, and my own phone calls to local people shown by the town registry to be retired at an early age, as well as speaking out at public symposiums, we soon gathered 70-80 local incidences of MS and some media attention. 

     My issues have become non-issues. Not for validity sake, or lack of trying.

     Developers have need to put their shovels in the ground to change a watershed that is currently under study. Good logic is sacrificed for “financial engines”.

     The state is studying local arsenic poisoned children at the same time the Navy is allowed to cap a landfill sitting on a wetland edge of Weymouth’s drinking water supply with known high levels of arsenic as part of its now flowing legacy.

      The state fish and game people show no interest in the report of sick animals on the base.   

     No one finds the necessity of testing water wells off base.

     Streams flow on the base alive, and off the base dead,

     The state has reported that Rockland has the highest incidence of childhood asthma hospitalizations of any town in the Commonwealth and this fact is disregarded.

     So many things are disregarded

     and red flags are ignored. 

                         *************************************     

     Before I continue, I should introduce the people outside your office, who are specifically receiving a copy of this public document.

     It is my firm belief that the Secretary’s office should hold comprehensive discussions with the named parties, to best assure protection of our local environment and health prior to any decision on the proposed redevelopment change of scope.
     My Congressman Mr. Delahunt, initially showed enough outward interest in our evolving environmental health concerns, to assign one of his aides, Corinne Young, to address what she could of my stated concerns to the Navy and involved regulators, the federal Environmental Protection Agency(EPA) and the state Department of Environmental Protection(DEP). Corinne invited us to a number of meetings in the Congressman’s Quincy office, and was diligent in quickly responding to my at most times verbose, but pertinent emails. 
     At some time early last year, all responses to my concerns ceased. Decisions had evidently been made, and my issues became non-issues. 
     Mr. Kennedy, the senior senator from Massachusetts, has for many years received my correspondence regarding SWNAS and Public Health concerns, but as yet, I have never heard from him. I did speak briefly with one of his aides who attended a meeting re: SWNAS at the South Shore Chamber of Commerce chaired by Mr. Delahunt, but outside of “thanks for contacting my office” boilerplate email responses and a couple unanswered letters I have had no other contact with Mr. Kennedy. His position as Senior Massachusetts Senator sitting on the Armed Services Committee, would have me think he should have had some interest here. Perhaps he did, but not that I ever learned of. 

    Mr. Kerry, the junior senator from Massachusetts, originally showed some interest in our stated concerns by  his staff members giving us audience and who then requested to be kept abreast of our efforts.

   After years of sharing efforts via post and email correspondence, Meaghan Hohl of Mr. Kerry’s office notified me sometime last year that she was accepting new responsibilities, and gave me the name of Tyke Crowley in Mr. Kerry’s office, who would serve to listen to SWNAS concerns in the future. After a number of emails, including attempts to personally contact Mr.Crowley, all correspondence to date as been ignored, or in least unanswered. I can only assume that Mr.Kerry and staff have lost interest.
   The guy was of course running for President, and I’m sure that ties up a lot of time, but given my firm belief of the grave possibilities that environmental degradation poses, I believe that someone in his office remained in least partially engaged here. I am not naïve as to the weight of this political hot potato I’m tossing around, but I was disappointed that someone aspiring to sit in the oval office, couldn’t muster the strength to address some of my issues, or tell me to shut up and sit down. 
   Governor Romney has never responded to my concerns. This is particularly disturbing, as his wife is known to have MS. I have become convinced over these past years that politics in place, get much in the way of progress, even regarding progress towards moral truth and justice. I wonder if Mrs. Romney ever takes issue with her husband’s priorities?  

   Perhaps most disturbing to me, is the way that representatives of the MDPH, responsible for carrying out the professionally gathered CDC/ATSDR funded MS/ALS incidence study, appear trapped in what I can only assume is a politically driven quagmire that continuously prohibits success. Our towns are forced to vote for what well could be disastrous redevelopment plans without full disclosure of professionally completed health studies, as, in the latest development MDPH needs to hold release of any information until a “peer review” is completed by the funding Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) which I am now told will be delivered to ATSDR early in 2006, following a number of delays.

    MDPDH has also alerted me to the fact that once the study has been provided to ATSDR, “It is unclear at this time(11-29-05) how long the peer review process will take”. Knowing now that the ATSDR’s involvement with SWNAS is being funded by the DOD, I imagine it will take as much time as is politically important to whomever on earth is calling the shots.
    Given the importance of their duty to protect the Public Health of the state’s residents, the MDPH should not find themselves a continuous victim of technical snafus, insufficient funding and political foot-dragging when trying to do their jobs. It is completely baffling to me how often this is the case. 
    Ms. Jan Sullivan, who had been leading up the study for MDPH since its inception some years ago, suddenly resigned or was removed from her job in the 11th hour of the study. Ms. Sullivans longtime zeal she had shown for the project always left me with questions about the timing of her leaving.  
    Dr. Robert Knorr, who now directed the project under Deputy Commissioner Suzanne Condon remains in place to direct the project now. Whatever lack of zeal Dr.Knorr exhibits for the project, he makes up for in polish. 

    This, although perhaps sounding like it, is not in any way a personal slam on Dr. Knorr or the good work he does. 
    Dr.Knorr is a very smart, well-spoken and capable man of unquestioned integrity. 

    He is also a man governed by his position in am extremely complex political system. 

    By definition, politics breed compromise, and the ultimate resultant TRUTH of matters, as it passes through the political system, becomes lost in the details.

    In all too many instances sacrificed for some parties political or financial standing. 

    The argument that it’s all right and legal in a Capitalist Democracy, doesn’t wash.  

    All Americans are entitled to share certain sovereign rights.
    It is my contention that the god-given rights to clean air, clean water, and toxin free environments in which to live and raise our children is being taken away from those of us living in proximity to NPL CERCLA sites, knowingly by the United States Government. 

    After being allowed to weigh in on study protocol and both attend and be updated via meeting minutes, the scheduled study advisory council meetings chaired by MDPH, I now appear off their mailing list. My physical impediments would likely have made my attendance at meetings difficult for me, but I had appreciated those meeting updates. I still have no idea whether the Navy still stonewalls Dr. Knorrs collection of Navy Hospital data, data we both agree is essential to be given access to, for best validity of the project. 

    Political stonewalls again and again defeat the purpose of what needs to be done here, if any kind of inroad is to be made towards protecting the public health of the local populace. It seems as if I am often alone in the belief that health should be any kind of priority here. The developers have no interest at all. Even the South-Shore Tri-Town Development Corporation(SSTTDC), an appointed body created to protect the local townspeople’s best interests, have exhibited no interest at all in the issue of protecting public health. I’m quite sure that health should be listed amongst “best interests”, but that has never been the case here. 

    I have likewise failed in attracting any allegiance from my local board of health and town selectmen, although I have tried.

    It’s very hard to compete with the professional PR efforts and dangled ambulances and so forth, that Lennar Partners has courted the towns with. 

    Already Struggling towns aren’t a very accepting audience to questions being raised regarding environmental integrity in any event, unless of course, those townspeople are personally touched by unexplained illnesses in their family, or immediate circle. There are many people that fall into that category around here.     

    With the federal Department of Defense dead set on the “fast-tracking” transfer of  former military facilities to the private sector, what could have been accomplished here might have had huge ramifications in the future, both nationally and globally, in protecting the lives and health of people living in former host communities.

   The database technology exists right here at SWNAS, in the possession of both the Navy, and EPA Region 1 (I recently discovered),  to combine all the collected data from the Navy, the involved BRAC regulators (the EPA, the state DEP, the USGS), as well as the MDPH(MS/ALS study, Weymouth Health study, local Arsenic Poisoning study, and the state Cancer Registry) as a step in beginning to responsibly address, defining the role that environmental toxins play in the growing epidemics of certain diseases in the industrialized world. The database technology necessary to gain a bigger picture of our neighborhoods environmental exposures is already in use on this site by the Navy.
     Per a previous request from the public, the Navy will be presenting a general discussion of this database tool at the next RAB meeting at the base conference center Thursday Feb. 9th at 7:00 pm. It would serve as a great segue for stimulating initial discussions between the Navy, EPA, DEP, USGS, MDPH and Lennars management and associated legal and technology department representatives, to explore the usefulness, feasibilities and possibilities of a joint effort to map the effects, if any, that proximity to the former airbase has had on Public Health in our communities.
    It could also serve as a prototype study for necessary National and Global efforts. 
    I am quite sure that the technical staffs would not find much difficulty in devising such a combination of data. 

    I am quite unsure about the political and legal efforts required, outside of the fact that even though it’s the right thing to do, it will never get done. 

    I pray that one day I am proved wrong.
    Perhaps this request in itself has made me unpopular. None the less, these type efforts are needed to protect the people including their unborn children, who live in proximity to former military bases and other industrial CERCLA sites. Military personnel, and industry workers subjected to these chemicals via their duty or work need also benefit from responsible environmental monitoring. 

    With the growing knowledge being amassed that heavy metal and chemical contamination from military/industrial releases is responsible for increasing chronic illnesses, I would insist that the State Secretary of Environmental Affairs hold a responsibility in monitoring what is transpiring here.

                        ************************************

    Toward realizing that goal, I will now share with the Secretary, some of the concerns I recently presented to the EPA Region-1 director Bryan Olson of SWNAS cleanup ( and who also holds responsibilities for EPA oversight in all 16 military Superfund site remediation efforts in New England).

      Mr. Olson was good enough to visit me at my home this past October, realizing my growing disability had been holding me away from monthly RAB meetings for some time. After Mr. Olson, myself and another associate/advocate of ReallySmartGrowth,  spent a couple hours in discussion,  Mr. Olson took a list of questions away from me detailing my major concerns, and promised that he or his office would provide written responses as soon as possible. 
      Always good to his word, Mr. Olsen provided me written responses in November.
      After dealing with me for some time, I’m sure that Bryan knows, although his responses are truly appreciated for the detail and expediency they were provided to me with, they have done little to quell the fears, regarding my belief that current BRAC processes are not protective of Public Health, in any type of responsible precautionary way.

     This is in no way a condemnation of Mr. Olson, or any regulatory or military staff in place here working on the cleanup in South Weymouth.
     This is a condemnation of the politics in place that promote the return of military contaminated property to the less financially and technically capable private sector to complete responsible environmental remediation, prior to developers being unleashed towards maximizing their profits. 
     The Secretary’s interest in the redevelopment project’s change of scope should avail itself of the fact that nothing on earth is more important to the citizens of these affected towns than the protection of their health and the health of their children, both already born and yet to be born. This basic truth is one that the developers in place, shown no interest in whatsoever. It’s not as if I haven’t been heard. I’ve certainly been heard. I’ve just been disregarded as a financial liability, and others bottom lines shouldn’t be running an environmental cleanup. 

     Having already gone longer than I had wanted, I will simply list my objections earlier provided to Mr. Olson in the hopes of generating further dialogue that might make the Secretary’s decision if not easier, than more complete in view. 
              SWNAS BRAC FAILINGS

              ***********************

              These could also be read as reasons why the Massachusetts Secretary of Executive Office of Environmental Affairs should be cognizant that a complete, responsible cleanup of SWNAS is a necessary first step in approving any further redevelopment changes in scope.
******************************************************************

An ongoing and expanding environmental and public health crisis is being fueled by a current administration’s deference to the well-being of military/industrial complex pols. 

Low income neighborhoods share the bulk of this chemical body burden due to proximity of Cercla sites. 

The Department of Defense spends most all its enormous budget on Offense, and readying for new offensive efforts. 

The Department of Defense owes it to former host communities, as well as its own forces to spend more of that budget on Public Health Defense by being held responsible to clean up former sites contaminated due to military usage. 

Complete cleanup of former military bases, or any NPL CERCLA site, should always remain the responsibility of the polluting military branch, agency or company responsible for the toxic releases. Cleanup remediation should never be allowed to pass through other hands where purest cleanup efforts are allowed to dilute by definition of one or more transferences. The more money and parties involved with the process, the less likely the Public Health of former host communities will be protected.
Complete and Responsible Protection of the Public Health, by definition, can only be responsibly accomplished by the precautionary and complete cleanup of military toxins. 

Allowing Private Developers to successfully push ahead with partial development sectors via new Redevelopment Plan overrides does nothing but create avenues to further disregard the Public Health of we who live here, and those expected to future populate the former base. 

There is nothing more important that the Secretary can do than disallow this “cart before the horse” development plan driven by those attempting to protect a political position, or control a financial interest. All Americans should be afforded equal protection of their physical health. 

Money and Politics should not be the priority considerations here. 

Environmental Protection should not be controlled by the Department of Defense and Federal Office of Management and Budget, but it is. 

How is it allowed that through a Memorandum of Agreement the DOD appoints a Lead  Agent in these BRAC processes that puts the Secretary of the Army in place to have final say on Maximum Contaminant Levels(MCL’s) used in remediation, and Public Health Assessments released by ATSDR? 

To have the DOD in a lead decision making position in environmental cleanup efforts on a former military base is insane. 
Environmental policing needs be done by an agency completely removed from political control, and fully funded as necessary. What should be the God-given sovereign rights of All citizens can not be  

The current administration has banded all 29 offices of the National Institute of Health under a “Czar” Office to further gain control of information flow. If I’m starting to sound like a crazy conspiracy-filled madman, I assure you I’m not. This is the well-researched life that has opened up around me. 

Why are the regulators in this BRAC process, allowed to recatagorize our small suburban neighborhoods as magically “Urban”, and thus not afforded a stricter standard of cleanup that other towns no further away from city are afforded? 

     How are regulators allowed to center their comparative analysis of contamination on “Naturally Occurring” Background Levels collected directly on the base property? There is not a square foot anywhere on this property that after 6o years of military occupation and aviation, that should be used to denote “naturally occurring” levels of anything.

Why our Federal Government allows the further accumulation of known high levels of  bioaccumulative and neurotoxic substances(Mn for one), to exist uncontrolled by the EPA as Tier-One Human Health Risks is a tremendous injustice. This is a grave oversight of responsibility that is allowed to perpetrate here and across the country in neighborhoods abutting NPL CERCLA military/industrial facilities. As one of a growing number of folks in this neighborhood, and this country, suffering as part of the epidemic growth of neurological and chronic disease, this type of governmental inertia keeps me banging away on this keyboard.    
    How the State MEPA process goes forth without complete , moral and responsible completion of the CERCLA process put into law to protect the public health of All Americas citizens is unjust in itself.

Letting this developer go forward in any way prior to the completion of CERCLA process is a dire disregard to our futures.

Mr. Secretary, to you, Ms. Eglington, and all those copied above, God grant you the wisdom and strength towards protecting the rights of ALL citizens in your care.   

                                 Sincerely, 

                                                     David Wilmot

                                                     10 Arch St.

                                                     Abington, Ma. 02351 

                                                     (781) 878-4110            
